"* E R M 0 N 


PREACHED AT THE 


A 8 3 1 2 E 5, 


| & T 
NM caſt FO Time, a. 3; , 1 17 6 8, 
1 0 TY D E N * Y 


The Hon. air Henry Gould, Knt. one of the 
| Juſtices of the Court of Common-Pleas, 


AND 


T he Hom: Sir J 5 N ates, Kea: one . the | 
"ns of the Court of Kin ng! Bench. 


— 


» ROBERT THORP, M. * 


5 Vicar of auen, in Arden 6d and late Fellow of 
St Fa 8 en in e, | 


| Pulled b Dx ES 1 * K. | 


NEWCASTLE: 


Printed by T. Slack; and ſold by the Bookſellers in - Neweallte, - 
Turn, Sunderland, Alnwick, and Berwick upon Tweed, 1768. 


kberier S1x- r. J 55 


2 0 


R 0 . Xii. 5. og 


Warnerons YE MUST. NEEDS Br $V3JreT, T 


nor ONLY. ron Wrath, BUT. ALSO | fon 


 Conseranes SAKE, 5 


N x ne HE Wd of a a religious ACTA has, 5 
0 5 T X at all times, been acknowledged ſo 
1 reer eſſentially neceſſary to the ſupport 
of civil government, that in all ages 
8 and countries the beſt and wiſeſt law-givers 5 
have invariably introduced it, as the only ex- 


Fo : pedient to ſupply the unavoidable defects of 


the moſt perfect inſtitutions. The influence ; 3 


(;. & 2 
of human laws is, from their very nature, con- 
; fined to open and public tranſgreſſions ; : ſuch 
as may fall under the obſervation, and be 
confirmed by. the teſtimony of men. Re- 
ligion reaches the heart; extends to our moſt 
ſecret thoughts and intentions; ; and applies 
itſelf to the very ſource and fountain of all 
our vices. The duty of obedience to the ci- 
vil power is therefore enforced, by the Apoſtle 
in the text, with a peculiar propriety, Nor 
only for wrath, for fear of civil puniſhment, 
_ which the crafty may elude, and the powerful 
era; but 4 Yo for eee ale, Fow 8 a 
vidtiohs of PP IE which 1 . in- 
Auence t to hed Pre, of c our moral Fharadter, i 


=_ docs not Kein to Be been che inden 3 
tion of the Apoſtle to aſcertain the degree of 
fubmiſſion due to the civil power; Which 
muſt depend entirely upon the genius of the. 
conſtitution under which we live. Neither 


does he attempt to inveſtigate the nature, or 
| determine the moſt perfect form of bug 


” 1 ) 


ment; well knowing, that a as it was intended 
for the benefit of mankind, the forms of it 
muſt be as various as the various climates, 
manners, and intereſts of the different nations 
of the world. Much leſs let us diſgrace our. 
7 5 holy religion with the odious imputation of 
eſtabliſhing tyranny, as the ordinance of God. 
The great deſign of the Creator: is the happi- 
neſs of all his creatures: he gave them exiſt- 
ence out of pure goodneſs; he preſerves them 
1 being, to communicate to them the effects 9 
gl his benignity. Government, therefore, is 


aid to be ordained by his providence, as it is 
| the means by which he has thought fit tao 2 


ALS promote the happineſs of ſocial creatures. The: a 


governors are ſtiled by the Apoſtle, The mi- 
 wiſters f God for good; dignified with that 
moſt glorious power, the power of promoting 

| the common peace, ſafety, and happineſs of; 
the public. Thus conſtituted. agreeably. to 


bie various intereſts of mankind, the Apoſtle 
8 interferes not with any form of government; 


but, on the contrary, urges us to yield that : 
5 ſub- 


0 "I 


 ubjeAion which 3 I8 requiſite to preſerve public 
peace and order in them all; and confirms 
our obligation to this duty by that moſt ef- 
ficacious Furs the fandtion of God 8 

ee | 


Tay holyeeligicn' we Srofeſs l Kul every TY | 
9 by the moſt powerful motives, all 
| thoſe duties which are moſt conducive to the 
diſcharge of the ſeveral offices of ſocial life. 
Juſtice, iudolity, and benevolence, every duty 
that can contribute to the happineſs of the 
public, i is recommended i in the moſt engaging 
colours. Peace on earth, good-will 1 towards 
men, was that divine bymn which preceded 
the appearance of our bleſſed Saviour, and 
declared his gracious purpoſe. To cultivate 
a ſpirit of benevolence, unknown to former 
ages, was the tendency of his life and doctrine. 


The ſelfiſh and- partial affections, which, till 5 


that time, had univerſally pre vailed, were by 


him extended beyond thoſe narrow limits, in 


which hey"! ROM: been confined. Men were 
> 1 


do all; to be ready to ſacrifice every private 
: intereſt for the benefit of their brethren ; and 


1 employ the ſeveral powers and talents, 
which they were poſſeſſed of, in pea, By the 


common — of mankind. | 


Tue character thine forth 65 e 1 
dus in every part of the goſpel, that it is 
almoſt unneceſſary to remind a Chriſtian au- 
Aience, how eminently their religion is diftin= 
. by them. And it is more agreeable 
to my preſent deſign,” to ſhew, that the no- 
_ tives-by which all theſe duties are enforced; is 
che only principle that can give firmneſs and — 


: ——_ to the beſt civil institutions. 


taught to do Sed as 6 they had opportunity, 


ery belief of a * ſtate uf nt 104 


e has been always eſteemed ſo ne- 


B 


| ceflary for this purpoſe, that it has been juſtly 
doubted; whether the beſt regulated govern 
meet could long ſubſiſt without it. The full 

and undoubted aſſurance of this doctrine * 

one 


one of che many and FEY advantages which 
we receiye from the goſpel of Chriſt; through 
which, 4 ife and immortality were fully brought 
7 light. © For notwithſtanding the ſtrength 0 
and clearneſs of thoſe arguments, which, in 
theſe more enlightened ages, are ſuch as ne- 
ceſſarily lead the mind to acknowledge this 
great truth; and which might reaſonably have 
been rl to have had a ſimilar effect 
upon the wiſer part of the heathen world; 
yet certain it is in fact, that, till the coming 
of our Saviour, the doctrine of a future ſtate, 
though it was not wholly hid, yet was not 
3 5 brought. to light in ſo full and ſatisfactory a 
| bl ] : 125 manner, as to inflyencs the ;grneral praftice - 
3 of F manking, paler oy ww Vf 


„oke ah the l eminent of che *Pagan ; 
- W repreſent it, as an antient tradition, of 
divine original, which obtained long before N 
5 leaming and betend 8 made any con- 
„eee 5 


hne 55 v 116 —Platarch op.v. 2. 5 us ci. tale af L T, e. 12. 
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— Giderable. progreſs in the warld. In courſe of 
time it was mixed with the fables and inven- 
tions of the pets: it was corrupted by the 
 lawgiversz who, for political purpoſes, adapted 
it to the groſs: imaginations! of the people: 
and laſt of all, the philoſophers, while they 
pretended to a ſuperior penetration, yet gene- 
rally placed this doctrine upon a wrong foun- 
dation; and while they might have reaſoned ; 
P upon the moſt certain principles, were un- 
lucky enough to proceed upon ſuch, as they ; 
themſelves» ſometimes doubted; ſuch . as, if 
they had been cconchufive, could not be adapt- 
ed to the apprehenſions and capacities of the 
people; and which they had not authority 
enough to enforce. upon men's minds, ſo 
ſtrongly as to influence their moral conduct. 
To reſcue mankind from ſo much uncertainty 
and error; to explain in a more clear and 
ſatisfactory manner, by arguments adapted to 


ſdtuhe generality, the. rewards, and puniſhments 5 


of a future ſtate; and i thereby eſtabliſh the 


e obligations and motives of morality upon 7 
e eee e e 


from its nature; all that could be « 
This protection may be enjoyed in its full 
force by only refraining from an open viola- 
tion of the laws of ſociety. Men may hence 
be induced to abſtain from evil : they have 
here a motive to innocence; but none to the 5 
aQual Production of 3 os 


(8) 


Hoſt firm foundation, was an obje&t worthy f 
a divine revelation.---From this principle mo- 
rality acquires freſſi force; and the motives to 

_ virtue are fo ſtrong and numerous, that men 
of all ranks and: ere n unn 
be affected by chem. J Sch ellas | 


& 4. 


5 Tus Inlluwice of Burka b led, Fr Pa en 5 
fidered abſtractedly from a future ſtate, as the 
ſole motive to virtue, the only reſtrait from 
vice, appeats in many reſpects plainly de- 
feective. The utmoſt that ſociety ever prop - 
ſed, or can poſſibly be expected from the moſt 
punctual obediende, is 
of that ſociety, and an exemption from pu- 
niſhment. This appears from its original con- 


nei ly the protection : 


ſtitution to be all that was ever intended; and 
onferred. 


Ix 
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r is « kewiſe impoſſible for ali moſt com- 


plete body of laws to extend to all aQions 
of a moral nature. There are innumerable 


acts of charity, gratitude, and the like, the ob- 


: ligation of which depends upon ſo many variable 
. circumſtances, that it is impoſſible to be fixed 
or aſcertained in the moſt perfect conſtitution. 


Theſe muſt therefore be left to private con- 


| ſcience. But ſince human laws, when con- 


: trived with the greateſt wiſdom, can reach 


only to the external appearances of things, 

and to the correction of ſuch miſdemeanors as 
| fall under the teſtimony of men; fince they 
can only influence the outward. actions, but 
can never effectually bind and oblige the 


heart; and ſince the execution of them may 


often be eluded, mankind would be left, in all 
5 ſuch. caſes, Ticket. any motive, without any 
| obligation to practiſe thoſe duties, or any re- 
ſtraint from acting contrary to them. Ho] 
neceſſary then is it to ſupply theſe deficiencies, 
at men ſhould live under the continual | 
Tn 3 ps ſenſe . 


' 
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| ( 16.) 
ſenſe of thoſe fechre bn which : are 
in the hands of a God, who is the continual 
inſpector of all their actions, and ſees their 
moſt ſecret intentions? And how requiſite is 
it for the ſupport and encouragement of virtue, 
that they ſhould be excited by the hope and 
proſpect of reward, Which  logjety 4 can in no 
| 4 confer, 05 F 


Hs NCE, appears the ability; & certain 

friends. to infidelity, who, convinced of the 

neceſlity of ſome ſuperior power to preſcribe - 
a rule of moral duty, and to enforce the prac- 
tice of it by ſufficient. motives, but yet unwil- 


ling to allow the authority of a divine revela- 


tion, have, ſubſtituted the civil power in the ; 


place of it, and made human laws the ulti- | 


* ion, they deſert that ver 


mate ſtandard of moral good and evil. For 
1 it is evident, that, in denying : a divine gene 


| foundation which ” 


men give ſupport to their civil inſtitution; - 5 
they give up all thoſe motives which are ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary to fupply the natural defi- ; 


ciencies 


4 44 |} 
ciencies of the beſt halted government; 
and directly contradi& the practice even of the 
lawgivers themſelves, who always thought it 
neceſſary to eſtabliſh their own power upon a 
prior and ſuperior authority; who made the 
motives of religion and of a future ſtate the 


Po ground-work of their ſyſtems; and always 


gave their own rules the ſu upport of a divine = 
revelation, 10 


1 HAVE. mls; Frome the nature. l 5 


genius of civil government in general, to de- 

duce ſome reaſons why the influence of a re- 
ligious principle 1 neceſſary to ſupport and 
aſſiſt it, in promoting its great end and purpoſe, 


the! peace, ſecurity, and common good of man- 


kind; ---a propoſition, which conſidered as a 
fact, eſtabliſhed by hiſtorical evidence, can 
never admit of doubt. T he hiſtory of all ö 
ages and nations, the teſtimony and practice £ 
of the beſt and wiſeſt lawgivers, and the re- 


yolutions of ſtates and kingdoms, unite wit 


one voice in declaring.—that religion alone 


n 
can ſecure to us the bleſſingꝭ of civil ſociety; = 
that, in proportion to the purity in which it 
has been every here profeſſed, juſtice, tem- 
perance, fincerity, and benevolence, have alike 
operated to render the government mild and 
5 equitable, and the people flouriſhing and 
happy: as the principles of religion have been 
corrupted, weakened, or deſtroyed, the ſtate 
has in like manner, by all the ways of tyranny | 
br ſedition, tended to diffolution : that ſuper- 
ſtition. and bigotry in one, have produced 
flavery and oppreſſion in the other: and that 


irreligion, infidelity, and atheiſm, have been = 
_ Invariably attended with Ucentiouliels luxury, = 


and er: pare 
bes N Seni alin AER wi = 
to entertain of the great and fignal bleſſings | 


_ conferred upon us; who may enjoy, if we 2 


| have but ſenſe and virtue to uſe them, all the : 


advantages of the beſt civil inſtitution, aſſiſted 


| by the pureſt religion. An inſtitution, which 
by ſucceſſive and gradual improvements, has 
V˙F᷑! Nt” JOE Aer no "SG 


a 
at length arrived at a perfection of govern 
ment, never yet attained in. any other age or 


nation · A religion, which is no other than 


that laſt and moſt perfect revelation of God's 
will to mankind, by Jeſus Chriſt. T his: day- P 
Spring from on high, which. wif ited thoſe wha 


fat in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow' of death, 
ſtill ſhines forth with its full luſtre, on. all 


who ſhut not their eyes againſt the light. We 


were, by the goſpel of Chriſt, called into „ 5 


5 glorious liberty of the children of God. We 


were exhorted to ſearch the ſcriptures, as con- 


taining ſufficient means for ſalvation; to judge } 
with our own underſtandings; and to work 

cout our ſal vation with our own endeavours. 

| Theſe likewiſe were the reaſons alledged for 
our ſeparation from the Church of Rome; 


when we were delivered from the moſt ter- 


rible effects of ſpiritual ſlavery. And for theſe 


15 reaſons our Church declares, that Holy Serip- 5 
ture containeth' all things neceſſary 20 ſalva- 


2 tion: : and that wh ur is not read therein, h 
3 nor "ONE be f thereby, is not 70 be regui- 5 
; D 500 
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tn) 
red of atiy man, that it fhould. be bilioond « as 
an article of faith. Theſe bleſſings, the Pure 
doctrines of the Goſpel, the original princi- 
ples of the reformation, are ſtill in our hands; 
and we may enjoy, in its full force, all that 
liberty wherewith Chrift himſelf hath made us 
free. If ever, therefore, we depart - from the 
original purity of the Goſpel, or ſuffer it not 
do have thoſe effects upon our moral conduct, 
which are the ſubſtance and end of all reli: 
ion, and its own genuine and natural effects Ha 
to what ſhall we attribute this, but to our own 
abuſe of the firſt of all public bleſſings; to 
the voluntary errors of thoſe who preverſely 
hut their eyes againſt that /ight which is come 
il, 1 95 into the world; or to the paſſions, the preju- 
8 dices, and intereſts of others, who /ove darkr 
= 7efs rather Hy" n eee their Ln 
are evil. 
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Ns EXT to ohe 8 1 naturally 8 
fo: from a right uſe of our religion, we 
. to. ſet a e value on thole which 

4 \ariſ 
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ariſe from the genius of our civil conſtitution; 
a. government founded originally upon the 

: One rights and liberties of mankind; not 
on any imaginary or fabulous compact among 
men living in a ſtate of nature, which poſſibly 
never exiſted otherwiſe than in ſpeculation ; 
but derived, in fact, from that ſyſtem of feudal. 
laws in which the fundamental principles of 
liberty were inſeparably i interwoven. 


=” Tuxer principles, 6 by the : 
9 illegal claims of contending parties, and the 


violent conflicts between prerogative and li- . 
berty, were always eſſential to the conſtitu- 


tion: and the frequent convulſions of this 


ſort only tended to its more perfect eſtabliſh- 


ment, upon firmer and more determinate : 
principles of law. The feudal ſyſtem had that 
happy pliancy in its nature, | by which it was 


. eaſily accommodated without violence, to the 8 


varying circumſtances of the times: and as 
property became more extended; 1 the arts 
and ſciences increaſed and as men acquired 

more 


more rational notions of religion, it received 

conſtant and gradual improvements; till at 
laſt it arrived at that juſt intermixture, that 

firm connexion of the ſeveral ſimple forms of 
which our government is now compoſed, that 


we may reaſonably hope; that our conſtitution 


may be exempted from the uſual mortality of 
ſtates, and flouriſh to the lateſt poſterity. The 
principles of immortality are already ingraſted 
in it; it remains, that they be maintained 
pure and uncorrupted. By what means this 
will be beſt effected, need not be pointed out 
to you from this place, otherwiſe than as it 
depends upon religion. But let it be remem- 
bered, that falſe notions of religion have al- 
Ways been made the ground- work of falſe 


ſyſtems of policy: that public utility is the 


effect of religious truth: and that a legitimate 


1 government will there be beſt ſupported, where 


national religion ene neareſt to the 
; rg of the e 1 ee 
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Aup let every © one of us, 8 have all the 
| motives that can ariſe from the beſt govern- 
ment and the pureſt religion, who have the 
_ greateſt reaſons, not only for wrath, but alſo 

for conſcience Jake, to afford that ſubjection 
which is requiſite for the preſervation of pub- 

lc peace and order, be careful in our private 

capacities, leſt our own vices defeat the pur- 


poſes of the beſt conſtitution. It is not from 


the encroachments of regal power that the 


N greateſt dangers are to be feared in a free 


ſtate. The increaſe of luxury; 3 unbound- : 
ed licentiouſneſs of manners; and a total ex- 


tinction of the reſtraints of religion, are more 
to be feared from the complexion of the pre- 


ſent times. The abuſe of the glorious privi- 
leges which we enjoy in our civil and religious 
liberties, naturally tends to produce theſe 


_ eftecs, Let us therefore beware that we uſe ; 


them, not as a cloak of maliciouſneſs, as a co- . 
det for infidelity, © or a a aenee for ſedition; 1 
e 5 but 
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but rather, as the means of promoting true 
ER religion,“ of ca rying the arts and Uri of 
" Pocial life to ſtill higher perle on, and r the 
I S's ha I EB: 
that peace ſhall be within out 
| alices - 
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3 reaſon to hope, t 
3 walls, and plenteouſneſs within dur 
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